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SUBJECT: SCHMIDT GOVERNMENT WINS ANOTHER BUNDESTAG 
VOTE 

REF: BONN 10163 

BEGIN SUMMARY: EOLLOWING LAST WEEK'S NARROW VICTORY ON 
THE TAX BILL, THE SPD/EDP COALITION GAVE ITSELE A MAJOR 
PSYCHOLOGICAL BOOST ON JUNE 21 WHEN IT DEEEATED A CDU/ 

CSU CENSURE MOTION AGAINST CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT. THIS 
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VOTE SHOWED THAT THE COALITION CAN HOLD ALL ITS MEMBERS 
IN LINE, AND THUS IT REAFFIRMED SPD/FDP COMMAND OE AN 
ABSOLUTE MAJORITY IN THE BUNDESTAG. ALL SIGNS SUGGEST 
THAT THE COALITION WILL WIN THE MANY BUDGET VOTES IN 
THE BUNDESTAG THIS WEEK, DESPITE PERSISTENT NEGATIVE 
VOTES BY THE CDU/CSU. MORE TROUBLESOME EOR THE 
COALITION IS THE SPD'S INTERNAL PLIGHT, ENHANCED BY A 
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NEW FEUD BETWEEN FRAKTION CHIEF WEHNER AND PARTY 
CHAIRMAN BRANDT. THE IMPENDING SUMMER RECESS WILL BRING 
ONLY PARTIAL RELIEF FROM THAT PROBLEM. END SUMMARY. 

1 . BOTH THE SPD/FDP COALITION AND CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT 
WON A MAJOR VICTORY IN THE BUNDESTAG ON JUNE 21, BY 
DEFEATING WITH A 253-243 VOTE THE CDU/CSU MOTION TO 
CENSURE SCHMIDT FOR HIS ROLE AS FINANCE MINISTER IN 
1973/1974. THE OPPOSITION BASED ITS MOTION ON A RECENT 
DECISION BY THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTIONAL COURT IN 
KARLSRUHE WHICH HAD HELD THAT CERTAIN EXPENDITURES, MADE 
BY SCHMIDT AT THE END OF THE BUDGET YEAR WITHOUT 
BUNDESTAG APPROVAL, HAD VIOLATED THE CONSTITUTION. 

A. THE OPPOSITION EFFORT TO CENSURE SCHMIDT IN 
EFFECT STRENGTHENED COALITION BONDS WHICH HAD BEEN 
FRAYED IN THE RECENT DEBATE OVER THE TAX BILL (REFTEL). 

THE SPD AND FDP SEIZED ON THE CHANCE TO MAKE THIS VOTE 
A TEST OF CONFIDENCE IN SCHMIDT AND IN THEIR COALITION. 

BOTH PARTIES TURNED OUT EVERY DEPUTY FOR THIS VOTE, AS 
DID THE OPPOSITION. THE RESULTING VICTORY GAVE THE 
COALITION A NEEDED PSYCHOLOGICAL BOOST, BY REAFFIRMING 
SPD/FDP COOPERATION AND COMMAND OF AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
(249 VOTES) IN THE BUNDESTAG. 

B. WE NOTE, FOR THE RECORD, THAT THE BUNDESTAG HAS 
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NEVER PASSED A MOTION OF CENSURE. EVEN IF PASSED, SUCH 
A MOTION WOULD HAVE NO PRACTICAL EFFECT. IT WOULD RE- 
PRESENT AT MOST A MORAL REPROOF. THAT WAS, HOWEVER, A 
DEFEAT WHICH THE SPD/FDP COALITION, BATTERED IN RECENT 
WEEKS, COULD ILL AFFORD AND WHICH IT WAS DETERMINED TO 
AVOID. 

2. THE BUNDESTAG IS NOW IN THE FINAL WEEK BEFORE 
SUMMER RECESS. BY FRIDAY, IT MUST VOTE ON A NUMBER OF 
INDIVIDUAL BUDGET PROPOSALS, AND ON THE FINAL BUDGET 
PACKAGE. THOUGH THE CDU/CSU WILL VOTE AGAINST THESE 
MEASURES, ALL SIGNS SUGGEST THAT THE SPD/FDP COALITION 
WILL BRING ITS BUDGET SUCCESSFULLY THROUGH THE 
BUNDESTAG. THERE ARE, HOWEVER, A FEW VOTES WHICH MAY 
GIVE PROBLEMS. 

A. THE CDU/CSU HAS ANNOUNCED THAT IT WILL VOTE 
AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT'S PROPOSED DEFENSE BUDGET ON 
JUNE 23. HERETOFORE, THE OPPOSITION HAS USUALLY 
SUPPORTED SOCIAL-LIBERAL DEFENSE BUDGETS, ON THE GROUNDS 
OF COMMON NATIONAL INTEREST. PROMPTED BY THE CSU, HOWEVER, THE 
UNION HAS DECIDED THIS YEAR TO OPPOSE THE DEFENSE 
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BUDGET PROPOSAL ON TWO GROUNDS: (1) DISSATIS- 
FACTION WITH DEFENSE MINISTER LEBER (E.G., THE VARIOUS 
"GENERALS AFFAIRS"), AND (2) UNHAPPINESS WITH THE NEW 
MILITARY SERVICE LAW (WHICH OFFERS CONSCIENTIOUS 
OBJECTORS AN EASY OUT AND WHICH THE UNION PLANS TO 
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CHALLENGE IN KARLSRUHE). SPD/FDP CIRCLES CLAIM THEY 
HAVE THE VOTES TO PASS THIS BUDGET BUT ACKNOWLEDGE THAT 
A FEW SPD DEPUTIES MAY DEFECT. 

B. VOTES ON THE BUDGET FOR THE RESEARCH AND 
TECHNOLOGY MINISTRY, AND ON THE ENTIRE BUDGET, MAY ALSO 
TEMPT A FEW COALITION DEPUTIES TO OPPOSE OR TO ABSTAIN, 
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WHETHER OUT OF OPPOSITION TO NUCLEAR ENERGY, 

UNHAPPINESS WITH THEIR LEADERSHIPS OR SOME OTHER REASON. 
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AGAIN, COALITION SOURCES HAVE FULL CONFIDENCE THAT THESE 
BUDGETS WILL PASS, BUT PERHAPS WITH A SMALLER MARGIN 
THAN THAT WHICH THEY ACHIEVED IN DEFEATING THE CENSURE 
MOTION YESTERDAY. 

3. UNHAPPILY FOR THE SPD, ITS BUNDESTAG SUCCESS HAS NOT 
RELIEVED ITS INTERNAL STRIFE. TO THE CONTRARY: LAST 
WEEK'S HAIR-THIN VICTORY ON THE TAX BILL LED TO A FEW 
BACKBITING POST-MORTEMS BY SEVERAL DRAMATIS PERSONAE. 

A. MOST TROUBLESOME FOR THE SPD WAS THE PUBLIC 
RE-EMERGENCE OF THE WEHNER-BRANDT FEUD. IN A WEEKEND 
SPEECH BEFORE AN SPD AUDIENCE, THE CRUSTY FRAKTION CHIEF 
ERUPTED WITH A SCATHING ATTACK ON HIS PARTY "LEADER- 
SHIP " (HE DID NOT MENTION BRANDT BY NAME) WHICH HAD 
FAILED TO INFORM ITS MEMBERS AS TO WHAT WAS INVOLVED IN 
THE STRUGGLE OVER THE TAX BILL OR IN THE COALITION 
AGREEMENT WITH THE FDP. BRANDT REPLIED WITH A PUBLIC 
STATEMENT WHICH IN EEFECT ACCUSED WEHNER OF AN 
INTEMPERANCE THAT UNDERMINED EEFORTS TO HOLD THE SPD 
TOGETHER. IN YESTERDAY'S DEBATE, BOTH MEN TRIED TO BURY 
THE HATCHET, WHILE ACKNOWLEDING THAT DIEFERENCES REMAIN. 
THEIR FEUD HAS DEEP ROOTS AND WILL CONTINUE TO TROUBLE 
THE SPD. 

B. MOREOVER, THE IMPENDING BUNDESTAG SUMMER 
RECESS (JUNE 27-SEPTEMBER 3), WILL GIVE THE SPD ONLY 
PARTIAL RELIEE IN COPING WITH ITS IN-HOUSE DISSIDENTS. 

FOR ONE THING, THE PARTY MUST FIND BETTER WAYS TO 
CONVINCE ITS RESTLESS BACKBENCHERS THAT THE FDP TAIL 
DOES NOT FOREVER WAG THE SPD DOG IN THIS COALITION. 

(THE DEBATE OVER THE TAX BILL STRENGTHENED THAT 
SENTIMENT.) ALSO, SPD LEADERS ARE WAGING A CONTINUAL 
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FIGHT AGAINST A FERVENT (AND PERHAPS CONTAGIOUS) BELIEE, 

SO FAR HELD BY RELATIVELY EEW MEMBERS IN THE FRAKTION, 
THAT THE SPD SHOULD LEAVE THE GOVERNMENT IN ORDER TO 
REGAIN ITS "SOCIALIST" HERITAGE AND "PURIEY " ITSELF. 

C. THE FDP HAS BEEN AN UNEASY SPECTATOR TO THIS 
STRIFE IN ITS PARTNER'S RANKS. SEVERAL DAYS AGO, FDP 
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CHAIRN GENSCHER ISSUED A STATEMENT CALLING EOR AN END 
TO THE BICKERING WHICH IS ERODING THE SOCIAL-LIBERAL 
COALITION. BEEORE THE JUNE 21 VOTE, HE PUBLICLY PLEDGED 
THAT THE EDP WILL REMAIN A RELIABLE COALITION PARTNER 
EOR THE SAKE OF BOTH IMPLEMENTING THE COALITION 
AGREEMENT AND DEEEATING THE OPPOSITION'S CENSURE MOTION. 

4. NO ONE DENIES A RESIDUE OE TENSION AND ILL-WILL IN 
THE SOCIAL-LIBERAL COALITION. RECENTLY, THE GERMAN 
PRESS HAS DONE ITS BEST TO REELECT AND/OR TO MAGNIEY 
THIS CONDITION, WITH STORIES WHICH INSINUATE THAT A NEW 
GRAND COALITION IS IN THE OEEING. WEHNER AND STRAUSS, 

AND SCHMIDT AND STRAUSS, HAVE ROUTINELY DENIED REPORTS 
OP SECRET MEETINGS BETWEEN THEM. WHATEVER THEIR 
VALIDITY (WHICH IS HIGHLY SUSPECT), THESE STORIES ONLY 
PEED THE CLIMATE OP NERVOUSNESS WHICH SURROUNDS THE 
COALITION. 

5. WE HAVE NOTED BEFORE THAT THE SPD/PDP GOVERNMENT CAN TAKE 
SOME CONSOLATION PROM THE PR OBI, RMS WITHIN THE CAMP OP 

THE CDU/CSU OPPOSITION. THERE, THINGS ARE ALSO IN 
PERMENT. FOR EXAMPLE, KURT BIEDENKOPF RECENTLY RAISED 
A PEW UNION HACKLES WITH REMARKS WHICH CHASTISED HIS 
PARTY FOR FAILING TO RETHINK ITS POLICIES AND WHICH 
CLAIMED THAT GENSCHER COULD SERVE AS WELL IN A CDU- 
DOMINATED CABINET AS IN THE PRESENT ONE. MANY IN THE 
CDU BELIEVE STRONGLY THAT HIS PUBLIC COMMENTS WERE BOTH 
ILL-TIMED AND HARMPUL. PINALLY, THE CDU AND CSU ARE 
MAINTAINING THEIR STANDOFP OVER THE JOINT STRATEGY 
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COMMISSION. THE COMMISSION WILL HOLD ITS PIRST MEETING 
IN EARLY JULY, AND THEN ADJOURN UNTIL FALL. 

STOESSEL 


CONPIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL SITUATION, TAX COLLECTIONS, LEGISLATIVE BILLS, PARTY SCHISMS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 22-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BONN10431 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770223-0314 

Format: TEL 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770632/aaaabbwb.tel 

Line Count: 262 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 0493e378-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 5 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 BONN 10163 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2075145 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SCHMIDT GOVERNMENT WINS ANOTHER BUNDESTAG VOTE 
TAGS: PINT, GE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/0493e378-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



